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Former Habitat For
Humanity Board
Member Celebrates

90 year old community leader, Dorothy Gilliam
still finds time to enjoy her garden

BY BLANCHE GANEY
EDITOR

S T. PETERSBUR G Saturday, 90 year old Dorothy
Gilliam was surrounded by
friends, civic leaders, and
family to celebrate a birthday
and a life lived with lots of
love and years of giving.
“Dorothy is one of the
founding board members
for Pinellas County Habitat
f o r h u m a n i t y, ” s h a r e d
Communications director,
Jamie Cataldo, “and June 27th
we are going to honor her by
dedicating the recently built
Rucker family home to her.”
“My mother is very civic

National Council Of
Negro Women Spotlight
Youth Of The Community
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minded,” said daughter Sylvia
Brown. “She was the founding
president of her neighborhood
association and was recognize d by the c i t y fo r h er
efforts.”
Gilliam, who moved to St.
Petersburg in 1970, was born
in Edgefield, South Carolina
a nd la te r moved t o E as t
Orange, New Jersey. After a
visit to St. Pete she decided it
would be foolish to leave
sunny St. Pete for cold and
dreary New Jersey.
She moved to the neighborhood where she currently

GILLIAM

continued on pg. 4

NCNW Precious Jewels

BY BLANCHE L. GANEY
EDITOR

ST. PETERSBURG – The
National Council of Negro
Women (NCNW) celebrated 67
years of existence at the annual
f o u n d e r ’s d a y p r o g r a m ,
“Spotlight the Youth” was the
theme of the event, held at the
beautiful Hospice of the Florida
Suncoast facility.
The Precious Jewels, an
auxiliary section of NCNW for
girls 11 to 18, were given the
charge to find talented youth to
be spotlighted for the evening.
According to Rhonda
Jackson, chair person for the
founder’s day program, the

youth “took the ball and ran with
it” finding singers, musicians,
poets and artists to be
showcased.
Painter Reona Harrison
displayed her artwork throughout the banquet hall. Cheyenne
Lassiter, India Welch and
Le’Zarre Reese wowed the
crowd in song.
Former Precious Jewel,
Khana Riley, served as emcee
for the evening professionally
ushering each performance on
and off the stage. Young
Chelsea Newton gave an outstanding welcome and thanked
everyone for taking the time to
support the youth while Brianna
Price kept the evening moving

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

NCNW/Dr. MLK Scholarship Recipients (L to R)
Ayrian Battles, Khana Riley, Bra’nka
Muhammad and Marcus Jackson. Additional
recipients were Jamaya Harris and India Welch.

with inspirational self scribed
poetry.
NCNW’s legacy is to
empower, strengthen and
support women of the
community so they can better
serve community and the world.
Mary McCleod Bethune, the
founder of this prestigious
organization back in 1935, envisioned it to be an “organization
of organizations” that would
represent the national and international concerns of black
women. It would also give
black women the opportunity to
realize their goals for social
justice and human rights through
united, constructive action.
Bra’nka Muhammad read

the famous Last Will and
Testament penned by Bethune.
The ‘Last Will and Testament’
contains nine principles that led
to her success. Her nine principles were hope, faith, love,
education, confidence in one
another, using power, racial
dignity, living harmoniously
with fellow men and nurturing
youth. Bra’nka recited the piece
authoritatively and with conviction.
One of the main objectives
of the evening was to present
several deserving students with
scholarships. Before the schol-

NCNW
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Zetas Plan ‘Blue Revue’

ST. PETERSBURG - The
St. Petersburg chapter of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority has planned a
“Blue Revue”. Young ladies
ages 4-18 will dance, sing,
make dramatic presentations
and more to entertain at the
Royal Theatre Saturday
evening, beginning at 6:00 p.m.
The program is designed to
present talent acts from each
age group with both individual
and group performances. The
culmination of the Blue Revue
is the crowning of a member of
the Archonette club as “Miss
Blue Revue”.
The Archonette Club
members are high school
students. To be eligible for the
honor, each member had to earn
points as they attended
numerous cultural and enrichment activities, leadership con-
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ebony Scholars Seniors 2009

JAMAYA HARRIS

Jamaya Harris is the granddaughter of John
and Agnes Washington. Her parents are Maurice
Harris and Tonita Johnson. She is a student at
Boca Ciega Senior High School where she is in the
Marching and Jazz Band. Jamaya is in the
National Honor Society. She volunteers with Bay
Pines and has accumulated more than 1,500 hours
of Community Service. Jimaya is also a Delta
Gem. She plans to attend the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg and aspires to become an
Anesthesiologist.

NYAH SANDY

Nyah is the granddaughter of Rosa Sandy. She
is a senior at Gibbs Senior High School. Her
interests include music and computers. Nyah lists
her grandmother and her cousin Erin as her role
models and she is most proud of her accomplishment of being the Delta Gems President. Nyah
plans to attend Florida A&M University after
graduation and pursue a career in Business and
Entrepreneurship.
Nyah advises, "The Reason for My Success is
my desire to seize the opportunity that my family
failed to and the drive to break the cycle."

TiAUNA SHAW

TiAuna Shaw is the daughter of LaKeisha
Henderson. She is a student at Boca Ciega Senior
High School. TiAuna is in the National Honor
Society, KEY Club, Homecoming Committee,
Student Advisory Council and a Medical
Ambassador. She is actively volunteers at All
Children’s, Bayfront Medical and Palms of
Pasadena. She also finds the time to tutor. TiAuna
plans to attend the University of Florida in her
endeavor to become an OB/GYN.
TiAuna credits, "The Reason for My Success
is that I believe I can do all things through Christ
Jesus, which strengthens me. With that in mind, I
can do anything to meet my expectations."

INDIA NICOLE WELCH

India is the daughter of Ricardo and Darlene
Welch. She is in the Business Economics Technology
Academy at Gibbs Senior High School and is Senior
Class President. India is in the National Honor Society
as well as the Multicultural Committee, Youth
Advisory Committee, Student Council and FBLA. She
is the 2008 Recipient of the Anne Frank Humanitarian
Award. She volunteers with the NAACP and
Everyone's Youth United and serves as Youth Worship
Leader. India plans to attend the University of South
Florida to pursue her goal of serving her community as
a Technology Instructor and Community Activist.
India says, "The Reason for My Success is to give
all my thanks and praise to God and my Devoted
Family."

OPINION
President Obama Changing
Islam’s Opinion Of The U.S.
BY RON WALTERS
NNPA COLUMNIST

XAVIER WILLIAMS

Xavier is the son of Adrian and Rene
Williams. He is the President of the National
Honor Society at Gibbs Senior High School and
maintains an unweighted GPA of 4.00. He is
Treasurer of the Senior Class and a member of the
5000 Role Models Program. Xavier is Junior
Leader with TASCO and a Medical Explorer at St.
Anthony’s Hospital. Xavier plans to attend the
University of Florida and aspires to become an
Anesthesiologist.
Xavier states, "The Reason for My Success is
thanks to my perpetual source of motivation. I
have been able to succeed throughout as I always
like to say, hard work pays off, and truly it has!”

CAMILLE YORK

Camille is the daughter of Marvin and Tara
York. She is the Senior Class President at
Northeast Senior High School. Camille is in the
National Honor Society and holds the title of
Miss Northeast 2009. She is active with her
church food pantry and volunteers with the
Bardmoor Outpatient Surgery Center. Camille is
undecided where she plans to double-major in
Broadcast Journalism and Public Relations, but is
courting several choices.
Camille advises, "The Reason for My
Success is I believe that education is not only the
foundation, but the key to life.. With the support
of my family and the motivational drive that
dwells inside of me, failure is NOT an option."

JIBRI BAILEY
Photo not available

Jibri is the daughter of Sandra Whaley and George Bailey. She is a student in the PCCA at Gibbs
Senior High School. Jibri is in Student Government and the Multicultural Club. She is an avid tennis
player and volunteered with the Obama Campaign. Jibri plans to attend college, continue playing tennis,
and major in Nursing.

JUSTIN MILLER
Photo not available

Justin Miller is the son of Barbara Brown. He attends St. Petersburg Senior High School. Justin is
in the National Honor Society and on the Tennis Team. He also participates in Interact. Justin volunteers with Beacon House (homeless shelter) and serves as Treasurer of the Ebony Scholars Academic
Club. Justin plans to attend college and major in Journalism.

REGINALD SMITH
Photo not available

Reggie is the son of Reginald and Shenita Smith. He attends Lakewood Senior High School. Reggie
is in the 5000 Role Models Program and serves as the Basketball Team Statistician. He is an avid sports
fan and mentors with the Wildwood Dodgers. Reggie plans to attend the University of South Florida and
aspires to become a Sports Therapist.

P r e s i d e n t
B a r a c k Obama’s recent trip to
the Middle East where he gave a
speech in Cairo, Egypt was a
triumph in his attempt to change
the opinions of over 1.2 billion
Muslims about the character of
the United States.
It was a bold and
audacious attempt that was
conceived to place America,
probably for the first time in the
eyes of Muslims, as an honest
broker for peace and not so
Israeli-centric that negotiations
were over before they began.
I agree with Chris Matthews of
MSNBC this time, who said that the
people we have to worry about that
will create terrorism against the
United States are now youths, many
of whom are aggrieved at the killing
and maiming of their parents, the
destruction of their homes by Israel
or the United States and their lack of
life options.
But there is also the
potential for a massive well of
cooperation with the United
States from other youths, based
on the power of American
popular culture, the pull of
higher education, and the engine
of economic growth.
Which young Muslim
will determine the nature of
future alliances between the
U.S. and the Middle East?
Barack Obama went to
Cairo to answer this question by
saying in effect that the U.S.
must hold out its hand in peace
and if the fist of Muslims is
unclenched, there is a chance.
But he also had to admit, like
Bill Clinton did on his trip to
Africa as president, that the U.S.
had not always been on the right
side of history.

Then, as now, right wing
radicals have called the
president an apologist. In fact,
here we have a president who
has captured the attention of the
entire Islamic world, whose
speech has been translated into
12 languages, and who is
roundly accepted on the Muslim
street as a positive force.
But we find the reluctance to
accept this triumph of
in
public d i p l o m a c y
h i s c o u n t r y.
In the U.S., many media
analysts, instead of acknowledging an historic feat, have derided
his receipt of a medal by King
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia,I have
never seen pictures of medals
given to American presidents
before; he has been criticized by
not using the word “terrorism”
in his speech; some said the
speech did not have one new
policy proposal; and he has even
been called an “apostate”,
someone was a Muslim, but
who has backslid.
Most of this has come from
neocons, like Daniel Pipes who
during the campaign tried to say
that Obama is still a Muslim, or
Edward Luttwak who authored
the “apostate” charge in an opened
piece in the New York Times.
Why would the Times publish
such a piece in the first place?
Obama’s goal was not to
announce new policy, but to
change the tone of American
relations with the Muslim world
and he could not do that by using
the inference that all Muslims
were “terrorist” or that there is
“global war on terror.”
The president was clear
about the American position
with respect to those who would
seek to harm us, but without the
baggage of the neocon-riddled
Bush administration’s ideology.

The underlying concept, spelled
out by Harvard Professor,
Samuel Huntington was that we
were experiencing a “Clash of
Civilizations” between Islam
and the West.
Obama said straightforwardly that America was not
and will never be at war with
Islam; Bush said that too, to his
credit, but it was not believable
because he also included Muslim
countries in his “Axis of evil.”
Undoubtedly, the president
will also be criticized by his view
that Iran has a right to the use of
peaceful nuclear power, under
the scrutiny of the International
Atomic Energy Agency.
It is my view that neither
America nor Israel will be able
to stop the spread of nuclear
capability in the Middle East;
the view that only our guys can
have it is fast losing currency in
international affairs, no matter
how many resolutions the US is
able to wring out of the UN to
the contrary. So, the way
forward is to cooperate in
aggressively helping to manage
the spread and not to create a
prohibition that is the basis for
interminable sanctions or even
military actions.
To the extent that Obama
has taken the hardest line on the
establishment of Israeli settlements in the West Bank, he has
moved much farther into the
middle as an honest broker. By
doing so, he is also revealing
that the key to Middle East
peace is not solely located there,
but to what extent his position
will be supported at home.
Barack Obama is the right
person at the right time to have
made this gesture of reconciliation, let’s hope it is not messed
up.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
By
Cherin L. Stover

FDIC’s Money Smart:
To Your Credit
Understanding The Importance Of A Credit History

NCNW

continued from front page

arships were presented by
NCNW members, Mary
Clowers and Dianne Speights,
Jasmine Shirley played a
beautiful clarinet solo.
P r o m p t l y t h e r e a f t e r,
Clowers and Speights presented
scholarships to the six deserving

GILLIAM

continued from front page

lives and quickly got involved in
trying to make things better in
the community.
In 1985 she became involved
with Habitat and has worked
diligently in aiding in the
housing of over 190 adults and
443 children by supporting
Habitat initiatives. Habitat built
167 houses in Pinellas County
and 100 of those houses were
built in St. Petersburg. In 1985,
when Mrs. Gillian became
involved, Habitat was a grassroots organization dependent
upon donations acquired through
fundraising.

NCNW members

honor students: Khana Riley,
India Nicole Welch, Arianna
Battle, Bra’nka M u h a m m a d ,
Jamaya
Harris
and
M a r c u s Jackson. All of these
gifted young people have
worked hard to maintain high
GPA’s and will be transitioning
to institutions of higher learning.
The evening closed with a
wonderful light meal provided

by Wal-mart and comments
from Ann Sherman-White,
Hospice Of The Florida
Suncoast Community Partnership
Liaison encouraging attendees
to learn more about the
functions of Hospice and their
need to partner with the
community to carry out their
mission.

“We are excited to honor
Dorothy, she supported Habitat
way before people really understood what we were all about,”
said Cataldo.
This great grandmother of
three, grandmother of three and
mother of two still enjoys
gardening and on days that are
not gardening friendly she
spends time taking clothing and
quilts to migrant workers.
Saturday, the community
came out to celebrate Dorothy’s
life and to say thank you to her.
Ms. Leila Wilson, aide to District
55 House of Representative
Darryl Rouson, presented her
with a letter of recognition for
community service. Mayor Rick

Baker made remarks about the
long time friendship he and
Dorothy have shared.
The
Executive Director of Habitat,
Barbara Inman was also present
to share in the festive time with
Dorothy.
Saturday, June 27th the
Rucker family will move into
their new home at 2406 3rd Ave.
S. with civic leaders, Habitat
supporters, friends and family on
hand. On that same day Dorothy
Gilliam will not only rejoice
with the Rucker’s but will also
be honored for a life of dedicated
service.
For more information about
the Rucker family dedication call
727 536-4755.

Congratulations To

Miss India Barnett

In Being Chosen as a Finalist for the

National American Miss Pageant
India’s goal is to attend a four year college and major
in the arts. Her hobbies are music, reading
and cooking. God is first in her life. She attends Green
Chapel A.M.E., Pastor B. Smith, and is the President of
the YPD Department. She relaxes by walking on the
beach, listening to music and being with friends.

God Bless You

from Cecil Rhodes, her sponsor

If you would like to help sponsor India,
contact her at indyrose08@yahoo.com.
All donations are welcome.
You can purchase a pageant ticket for $15.
Event will be held at Caribe Royale Orlando

8101 World Center Dr., Orlando, FL 32821 • 800-823-8300
www.cariberoyale.com

MAKE YOUR SMILE SHINE IN “2009”
Ligon & Ligon D.D.S.,P.A.
5201 Central Ave.
Saint Petersburg, Florida 33710

727-321-7880

$25.00 OFF ANY ONE OF THESE SERVICES
*White Fillings*
*Sedation Dentistry*
*1 Hour Teeth Whitening*
*Implants*
*Extractions*

*Dentures/Partials*
*Root Canals*
*Gum Treatment*
*Crowns & Bridges*
* Veneers*

$99 New Patient Special: Includes Comprehensive Exam,
Full mouth X-Rays, Periodontal Screening, Oral Cancer
Screening, Custom Treatment Plans, and Study Models.

*NO CASH VALUE*. THIS COUPON MAY NOT BE
USED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIALS.

Prayer of Supplication
to the Holy Spirit.
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
who lights all roads so that I can
obtain my goal. You who give me the
Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evils against me, and that in all
instances of my life you are with me.
I want this short prayer to thank you
for all things and to confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you. And even
in spite of all material illusions
I wish to be with you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine.
Pray this prayer for 3 consecutive days,
after 3 days the favor requested will be
granted. Even if it may appear difficult
you must publish this prayer
immediately after the favor is Granted
without mentioning the favor. Amen.

The
Federal
Deposit
Insurance
Corporation (FDIC) created Money Smart, a
financial education curriculum to help
consumers build knowledge, security and
confidence in handling their personal
finances. To be in control of your financial
situation, it is essential to know the importance of a credit history. To achieve this
objective, the Money Smart curriculum
includes “To Your Credit” through which
participants will be able to:
Identify a credit report and how it is used
Order a credit report
Read a credit report
Identify ways to start repairing credit
Recognize credit repair scams
Identify available resources
What is a Credit Report?
A credit report is a record of how you’ve
paid your debts. A credit report shows how
much debt you have and whether you’ve
made payments on time. A credit report
contains information about you such as
where you live, where you work, and
whether you make credit payments on time.
The reports from each of the credit
agencies look different but contain the same
basic information. Typically a credit report
contains:
Identifying information including:
- Name
- Social Security number
- Current and previous addresses
- Telephone number
- Birth date
- Current and previous employers
- Spouse’s name
Credit history:
- Account record with different creditors
- How much credit has been extended
- How you have repaid it
Inquiries:
- A list that identifies creditors and other
authorized parties who have requested and
received your credit report
Public record information:
- Foreclosures
- Late child support payments
- Tax liens – claim against property or
assets filed by the taxing authority for
unpaid taxes
- Civil judgments – court order placing a
lien on a debtor’s property as security for a
debt owed to a creditor
- Collection accounts – past due account
that has been referred to a specialist to
collect part or all of the debt
- Bankruptcies – legal proceeding that
can legally release a person from repaying
debts. It is important to understand that
bankruptcy has a negative impact on your
credit. Depending on the type of bankruptcy,
it will stay on your credit report from 7 to 10
years. Having a bankruptcy on your credit
report will make it hard to get credit in the
future.
Credit Reports do not contain:
Checking and savings account balances
Income
Medical history
Purchases made with cash or check
Business account information
Race, gender, religion or national origin
Driving record

ZETAS

continued from front page

ferences, personal empowerment activities, as well as
perform community service
projects. They were also

Why would a lender look at your
credit report?
A lender generally checks your credit
report to decide whether to offer you a loan.
The lender uses companies called credit
reporting agencies.
There are three major credit
reporting agencies:
Equifax
Experian
TransUnion
Credit reporting agencies receive information from a variety of creditors, usually
monthly, about whether you and other
customers are making loan payments on
time. Information about bankruptcy filings,
court-ordered judgments, tax liens and other
public record information is collected by
agencies from courthouse records. Your
credit report can affect whether you get your
next loan. The credit report is an important
factor, but not the only consideration, in
making a credit decision. If you have never
applied for a loan, you will probably not
have a credit history. Creditors might deny a
loan application if you have no credit history
because it is unknown whether you will
make the loan payments. Creditors might
also deny a loan application if you have had
credit problems in the past, since this
indicates there is a greater chance you might
not repay the loan. If you are paying your
loans on time and have had no problems in
the past, lenders will be more willing to
make you a loan. A good credit record
indicates you will most likely pay back the
loan.
Lenders might use a credit score to help
decide whether to make a loan. A credit
score is a tool that helps lenders assess your
credit risk. The score is based on information contained in your credit report. Keep in
mind that credit reporting agencies do not
make credit decisions. Credit reporting
agencies simply report the information
provided by creditors. This information
helps lenders make loan decisions. Lenders
have different requirements for approving
loans. Their decision might be based on
other factors, such as income, length of
residence, employment. These are just a few
of the factors that can affect getting a loan.
Your credit report can be viewed by
other organizations with a legitimate
business need. For example, your employer,
insurance agent or apartment manager can
view your credit report. A poor credit history
might affect your ability to get a job, be
approved for insurance or rent an apartment.
For information about FDIC Money
Smart classes, please call the James B.
Sanderlin Center at 727-321-9444.
The Wealth Building Coalition of
Pinellas County promotes community
awareness of the Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC) and free tax preparation for working
families and individuals. Its mission is to
promote and expand economic and assetbuilding opportunities for low and moderate
income households throughout Pinellas
County. The Wealth Building Coalition is
supported by JWB Children’s Services
Council and The Weekly Challenger.

required to write an essay
e n t i t l e d , “ W h a t I Wo u l d
Change at School or in My
Community”.
The young lady with the
most points overall will be
crowned. Contestants for the

honor are Michelle Exume,
Keira Seay, Shaniquia Johnson,
and DeShawna Seay. The club
president is Alexandria
Crawford. For further information, please call (727) 692-7864
or (727) 421-6995.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
District Encourages
Parents To Enroll
Incoming
Kindergartners In
Summer Voluntary
Prekindergarten

TAMPA – Hillsborough
County Public Schools is sponsoring free summer Voluntary
Prekindergarten (VPK) for 4an d 5- year- olds Monday
through Thursday from 7:30
a.m. to 6 p.m. between June 10
and July 30, at 24 public elementary schools.
Children who turn 5 years
old by September 1, (born
be t w een 09/02/2003 and
09/01/2004), who are Florida
residents, and who have never
pa rt i c ipated in Volunta ry
Prekindergarten are eligible.
Hours are flexible, so parents
can drop off children later than
7:30 a.m. or pick them up earlier
than 6 p.m.
The district’s summer VPK

program is being offered at
Alexander, Bellamy, Bryan,
B uckhorn, C h i l es , C l ark ,
Claywell, Collins, Crestwood,
Dover, Forest Hills, Gibsonton,
Gorrie, Maniscalco, Mintz,
Potter, Roosevelt, Schmidt,
Se minole , Sh aw, S h eeh y,
Sulphur Springs, Tinker, and
Wimauma elementary schools.
No bus transportation is
provided. Children will receive
free breakfast, lunch, and a
snack.
For more information,
conta ct the d i s t ri ct VP K
office at 813-272-4840, or visit
the district website at
www.sdhc.k12.fl.us and click
on the voluntary pre-kindergarten link.

The Leepa-Rattner
Museum Of Art
Surrealism Lecture

TA R P O N S P R I N G S Salvador
Dalí
Museum’s
curator of education Peter Tush,
will present Surrealism in the
1930s, a multimedia look at the
developments of Surrealism in
the 1930s June 25 at 7 p.m.
The lecture will cover the
International Exposition of
Surrealism in 1938 and the
evolution of the Surrealist
movement during the years
prior to the Second World War.
The cost is $5 for members; $8
for non-members and free for

students. The lecture will be
held in the museum auditorium.
To foster a greater understanding and appreciation of the
20th century, the Leepa-Rattner
Museum of Art is offering
summer programs that continue
its focus on the social, political,
cultural and artistic developments of the decade from 1930
to 1940. The Decades Series
was created in 2002 and reflects
the museum’s mission to
nurture interest in 20th century
art.

For Many, Student
Loan Debt Relief
May Be On The Way

By now you’ve probably
seen countless articles offering
helpful tips on how to cut costs
and save money in a recession:
Bring your lunch to work!
Change your own oil! Cut your
own hair!
I t ’s a l l g o o d a d v i c e
(assuming you know how to
cut your own hair), and lots of
people are doing these things
already. But if you’ve trimmed
all the fat from your budget and
that monthly student loan bill is
still tipping the scale, get ready
for some good news. Two new
government programs could
save you some serious money
an d l o wer y o u r m o n t h l y
student loan payments.
The first new program is
Income-Based Repayment: a
new repayment option for
federal student loans, which
becomes available July 1. It
caps monthly payments at an
affordable level based on your
income and family size, and
forgives any debt and interest
that remains after 25 years.
Th at m ean s i f y o u ’re
underpaid, underemployed, or
just plain unemployed, your
student loan payments won’t
break the bank. If you owe
more on your federal student
loans than you earn in a year,
you probably qualify. The
lower your income, the lower
your monthly payment will be:
in some cases, as low as $0.
Income-Based Repayment
covers almost all federal loans
– past, present, or future –
made by any lender, whether
for college or graduate school.
The second program is
called Public Service Loan
Forgiveness. If you work in a
government, nonprofit, or
other public service job, you

could have your remaining
student loan debt forgiven after
just ten years of Income-Based
Repayment, or certain other
payments. Your loans have to
be in the federal Direct Loan
Program to qualify, but the
tenyears don’t have to be consecutive. You just need to make
a total of 120 payments while
working full-time for a public
or nonprofit employer, starting
on or after October 1, 2007.
Public
Service
Loan
Fo rg i v e n e s s c a n m a k e i t
possible for people with significant amounts of student debt
to take low-paying but
important jobs in teaching,
social work, rural medicine,
legal aid, and other fields that
of t e n r e q u i r e y e a r s o f
expensive schooling.
These programs are only
available to people with federal
student loans. Private or “alternative” student loans, PLUS
loans for parents, and consolidated loans that include PLUS
loans are not eligible for these
programs.
More information about
Income-Based Repayment and
Public Service Loan
Forgiveness is available at
www.IBRinfo.org. The site has
a simple calculator you can use
to estimate your eligibility and
monthly payment, and answers
to many frequently asked
questions.
By all means keep packing
your lunch (and maybe even
cutting your own hair) and save
every penny you can, but check
out Income-Based Repayment
and Public Service Loan
Forgiveness for a chance to
save thousands of dollars on
your student loans.

CLASSIFIED
CALL LARRY

before an auto accident to make sure you and
your family get paid for injuries. We make
sure you have the best coverages so you don’t
have to ask the other guy.

Larry E. Walker, Agent

727-393-4617

larry.e.walker.bxex@statefarm.com

AUTO • MOTORCYCLE • RV • TRUCK • LIFE • HEALTH • HOME

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Serving the community since 1950
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

WWW

Events Organizers Incorporated
CORPORATE / PRIVATE PLANNING
Award Ceremonies • Banquets
Family Reunions • Fund Raisers
Grand Openings • Meetings • Parties • Seminars

CALL 727-542-0976
events.orgnzrs@gte.net
Tammye Moore • Event Planner

SEEKING SALES
REPRESENTATIVES
The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is seeking
experienced representatives to sells classified
and display advertising space for newspaper.
This freelance agent prepares list of
prospects, visits advertisers to point out
advantages of advertising in the publication.

For interview email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com

or call 727-896-2922

.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Thursday, June 11 - Wee-time at Weedon: What's It Like
to Be a Fish? Weedon Island Preserve, 1800 Weedon Dr.
N.E. 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. This program is designed to
introduce pre-school children to the wonders of the
natural world. Every second and fourth Thursday of each
month, children are treated to a variety of stories, observation tanks, and hands-on activities that connect them to
their environment. This week presents What's It Like to Be
a Fish? by Wendy Pfeffer. Children learn how a fish's
body is perfectly adapted to live in water, just like humans
are adapted to live on land. www.pinellascounty.org/environment or 727-453-6500.

Friday, June 12 - Jazz at the MFA – Hot Sun Quartet,
Museum of Fine Arts, 255 Beach Dr. N.E. 6 p.m. Summer
Jazz series invites you to enjoy music from some of the
most eclectic bands in the bay area. www.fine-arts.org or
727-896-2667.

Friday through Sunday, June 12 to 14 - Washington
Nationals vs. Tampa Bay Rays. City/County Night.
Tropicana Field. Fri. 7:38 p.m., Sat. 6:08 p.m. and 1:38
p.m. www.raysbaseball.com or 1-800-FAN-RAYS. Rays
Summer Concert Saturdays: Ludacris. You can call Chris
"Ludacris" Bridges a number of things: hip-hop superstar,
philanthropist,
restaurateur,
entrepreneur,
actor,
pitchman, online visionary and columnist. All of these
labels are accurate. The Grammy® Award-winning,
Atlanta-based entertainment maven continues to expand
his reach, and his musical prowess remains as potent as
ever with singles such as "What Them Girls Like,"
"Rollout," "Money Maker," "Stand Up," "Southern
Hospitality" and "Get Back."

Saturday, June 13 - LOL: Laugh Out Loud Summer Time
Extravaganza, Progress Energy Center for the Arts,
Mahaffey Theater. 8 p.m. The best in urban comedy as
performers Chris O Baby, Shang, Rodney Perry, Red
Grant and Shawn Harris laugh their way to the Theater
stage. Host of this bay area comedy explosion is SHAWN
HARRIS, a regular face on BET's Comic View. The rest of
the crew has visited the likes of HBO'S Def Jam, Comedy
Central, One Mic Stand Unleashed and Show Time at The
Apollo. www.mahaffeytheater.com or 727-892-5798.
Saturday and Sunday, June 13 - 14 - Tampa Bay
Caribbean Carnival, Vinoy Park. Sat. Noon to 10 p.m. and
Sun. 1 to 10 p.m. A Caribbean experience like no other,
come enjoy the sights, sounds, culture and food of the
islands. Events for the weekend include live steel band
performances "The Steel Pan" from around the Southeast
U.S. and the international salsa performer. Santa Rosa
will headline the performances and a 'Mas' Costume
Parade on Sunday. Exhibits, arts and crafts, food, kid's
area and live Caribbean music throughout the weekend.
www.tampacarnival.com or 727-327-1277.June
13 and 20 - Maya Hieroglyphic Text Workshops: Exploring
the Lives of Royal Maya Women.
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OUT & ABOUT

W/STEVE

Please Don’t Be
Caught By Surprise!
(Hurricane Season Is Here)
The 2009 Atlantic Hurricane season quietly
crept in on us and we cannot be asleep! The
official Atlantic Hurricane season started
Monday, June 1 and goes through November
30th and is busiest in August and September.
This season commenced with a tropical wave
reported over the Caribbean Sea. The forecast
is hurricane season will be near-normal or
average according to the U.S. National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration the NOAA.
All hurricanes are
given names. This is
to help identify storms
an d tr ack them as
they move across the
ocean. There can
easily be more than
one hurricane at a time
and without naming
them, it could be very
easy for people to get
confused as to which
storm is being reported. An Australian meteorologist began giving women’s names to tropical
storms before the end of the 19th Century.
Female names started to be used in 1953 by the
U.S. National Weather Service. Equality for
hurricane naming had its inception in 1979
when both women and men’s names were used.
The Storms are assigned names once they
reach wind speeds of 39 mph. The Atlantic
names for 2009 are Ana, Bill, Claudette, Danny,
Erika, Fred, Grace, Henri, Ida, Joaquin, Kate,
Larry, Mindy, Nicholas, Odette, Peter, Rose,
Sam, Teresa, Victor, and Wanda. I am certainly
not suggesting there will be this many hurricanes this year. The NOAA suggests that there
will be a 70 percent chance of nine to 14 name
storms, of which four to seven could become
hurricanes one of those as many as three could
be major.
There a five categories of hurricanes.
Category 1 is minimal characterized by little
damage and winds range from 74 to 94 mph.
Category 2 is moderate characterized by some
building damage and lots of tree and plant
damage winds range from 96-110 mph.
Category 3 is extensive characterized by lots of
damage and flooding on coast winds are 111 to
130 mph. Category 4 is extreme and has capability of blowing off roofs. It is dangerous and
winds are 131-155 mph. Category 5 is catastrophic and has gusts yielding winds up to 156
mph and above. None of these categories of

hurricanes are to be taken lightly, and people
should be very aware and prepared, especially
those of us in the bay area. History teaches us
that lack of hurricane awareness and preparation can lead to major hurricane disasters. By
knowing your vulnerability and what procedures to take, you can minimize the effect of a
hurricane disaster. Hurricane Preparedness
Week was held May 24 through May 30. The
goal of this week is to inform the public about
hurricane hazards and
provide
knowledge
that can be used to
save lives. Hurricane
hazards c o m e i n
numerous forms:
s t o rm s u rg e, h i g h
winds, tornadoes, and
flooding. This means
it is vital for everyone
to have a plan. The
following should be
included in your family’s disaster plan. Discuss
the type of hazards that could affect your
family. Know your home’s vulnerability to
storm surge, flooding, and wind. Locate a safe
room or the safest areas in your home and
places to meet. Have an out-of –town or state
friend or family member’s contact, so all of
your family members have a single point of
contact. Make a plan now for what to do with
pets if you need to evacuate. Post emergency
telephone numbers by your phones and make
sure your children know how and when to call
911. Check your insurance coverage-flood
damage is not usually covered by home owners
insurance. Stock non-perishable emergency
supplies and a disaster supply kit. Use a NOAA
weather radio. Remember to replace its battery
every 6 months, as you do with your smoke
detectors. Take First Aid, CPR, and disaster
preparedness classes. Pay close attention to all
media during hurricane seasons. Thousands of
people lost their lives last year due to hurricanes. Some were prepared, some were not.
During this hurricane season please take time to
develop a disaster plan and make ready for
these forces of nature. Remember knowledge
is power and I admonish all to gain as much
knowledge and be as prepared as possible
during this hurricane season. I want all of my
readers and your family members to be safe
during this season and continue enjoying your
ride OUT & ABOUT W/Steve.

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”
Dr. Deborah C. Flanagan

Your
Family
Vision
Center

Optometric Physician

SUMMER SPECIALS
Student Eye Exam $65
Student ID Required. Expires 9/11/09
Excluding Insurances & other discounts.

1 FREE Box of ACUVUE
Contact Lenses with purchase of Exam and Fitting.
Student ID Required. Expires 9/11/09
Excluding Insurances & other discounts.

$99 2 Pair of Eyeglasses

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

SINGLE VISION, PLASTIC LENSES & FRAMES.
Student ID Required. Expires 9/11/09
Excluding Insurances & other discounts.

Conveniently Located
3160 - 5th Avenue North, Suite 107

727-321-6600

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church “God’s House in the City”
under the leadership of our soldier of
the cross, and drum major for justice,
Dr Rickey L. Houston, extend an invitation to the community to join us as
we communicate Gods’ Word at 10
am worship service Sunday, Sunday
School at 9 a.m. and Bible Study and
Teen Summit Wednesday evening, at
7. We also encourage the community
to make use of our Prayer Line. (727321-9645)
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered,

and
Bible-based
Team-centered
ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we
communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these priorities results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at Bethel Metropolitan for all
ages and interests.
Applications are being taken for
Pathfinders Summer Camp June 8,
2009-August 14, 2009. Camp hours
are 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. Monday-Friday, for

ages 5-12 years. There is limited
space. For additional information
contact Joyce Hurst at 727-328-2409.
THE NIA PROJECT TUTORIAL
PROGRAM, Tuesday and Thursday,
3:30-6:30 p.m. for Middle and High
School students. Tutoring in Reading,
Math, Writing, FCAT, and SAT/ACT.
For information and applications
contact Bethel Metropolitan Church
office at 727-327-0554. GET THE
HELP YOUR CHILD NEEDS!!
Seeking Wisdom from the
Almighty Divine in 2009
Proverbs 3:13, 9:10-11 James 1:5

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE
HOPE.” Our Esteemed Pastor,
Reverend Carlos L. Senior and the
New Hope Church family invite you
to study and worship with us
whenever our doors are open. See the
ad for times of worship.
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H. (Prayer +
Understanding = Spiritual Healing)
Prayer Service and Bible Study
held Wednesday evenings. Prayer
begins at 6:30 and Bible Study begins
at 7:30. You are invited to study the
Word of God with us.
The Adult classes for the quarter

incl ude: Fi r epr oof Mar r i age,
Recession Proof, Discovering Your
Design for Service.
Youth Bible Study: “What’s Up
With The Word” For further information, please call 727-896-5228.
The following members recently
gr aduat ed f r om hi gh school Congratulations to Casia Bolden,
Cabrea Hayes, Jaquez Jenkins, Myia
Mills and Reginald Smith.
UPCOMING EVENTS “GO
TELL IT”
June 12-13 - Deacons Workshop

June 14 - Graduates Recognition
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 15–19, “Extreme Makeover”
Classes available for ALL ages!
June 21 - Youth Who Cook
June 22-26 - National Baptist
Congress, Detroit, MI
J u n e 2 8 - D r. A r t H a l l e t t ,
Evangelism Explosion, Sarasota, FL.
For further information, call 727896-5228.
“To know love, open your heart to
Jesus, to show love, open your heart to
others.”

Trinity Presbyterian Church
F a t h e r ’s D a y We e k e n d
Conference, Sunday June 14, Trinity
Presbyterian Church, located at 2830
22nd Ave. S, St. Petersburg will
celebrate a holy time of worship. The
Gospel choir, under the direction of
Johnny Mells, will sing. Pastor
Alfonso Woods will deliver the
sermon. We praise God for another
day to celebrate and extend our
gratitude for allowing us to fellowship
and worship with each other in His
presence. Sunday school begins at
9: 30 a.m . and m or ni ng wor shi p
begins at 11 a.m. each Sunday. Bible

study is held each Wednesday evening
at 6:30 p.m. During the month of June
we will continue our book study on
“The Prayerful Spirit: Passion for
God, Compassion for People” by
James P. Gills.
Special thanks to the Rev. Owen
Henry and the Rev. Oakey McKnight
for their service while Pastor Woods
was away.
Upcoming Events:
Seniors Ministry meets the 4th
Thursday of every month at 11 a.m.
Men’s Organization- Father’s Day
Weekend Conference - June 19-21.

THEME: Biblical Foundations For
Stewardship. Facilitator: The Rev. Dr.
James Foster Reese (HR) Minister
for Specialized Interpretation Presbyterian Church Foundation,
Cherry Hill, New Jersey. Pre-registration Required (727) 768-2329.
Join us for our 11 a.m. Father’s
Day service on Sunday June 21. The
male chorus will sing and Dr. Reese
will deliver the sermon.
The public is cordially invited to
join us for praise, worship, prayer and
study as we seek to fulfill God’s will
for His church in today’s society.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.

Explore Ways To Better
Manage Stress, Finances
During Tough Times

PINELLAS - Keeping
bodies and finances in good
shape can go a long way toward
helping everyone deal with
today’s challenges. The experts
from Pinellas County
Extension offer research-based
tips and techniques to help
strengthen life right in the
comfort of every citizen’s own
home or office. This month’s
Solutions in 30 webinars focus
on stress management during
half-hour classes offered at the
computer. A webinar is an audio
and visual seminar that lets
citizens interact with the
presenter and content. Free
sessions are scheduled from
12:15 p.m. to 12:45 p.m.,
Wednesdays in June. Here’s the
schedule:
June 10 – Managing Money
in Tough Times: Discover
positive money management
techniques and how that can
help individuals and families
adapt to tough economic times.
June 17 – In Debt? … Tips
for Getting in the Black:
Explore strategies to get your
life back into good financial

health.
June 24 – Saving Money by
Going Green: Get tips and
research-based techniques that
will save you green as you go
green. Our economy and
society also benefit from green
decisions.
To register and learn more,
visit www.pinellascountyextension.org, click on the “Online
Class Registration” button and
click on the Solutions in 30
button or call (727) 582-2100.
To explore more resources
pulled together in a “one-stopshop” for information related to
t o d a y ’s c h a l l e n g e s , v i s i t
www.pinellascountyextension.org and click on the
“Managing in Tough Times”
button. Resources focus on
financial advice and planning,
personal well-being and family
issues. Consumer headlines and
places to turn for help are also
highlighted.
Pinellas County Extension
is a partnership between
Pinellas County government
and the University of Florida
Institute of Food and

Agricultural Sciences as part of
a nationwide network of land
grant universities. The mission
of Pinellas County Extension is
to provide research-based
knowledge and education
programs enabling people to
make practical decisions to
improve their quality of life and
the world around them.
Education focuses on sustainable living, lawn and garden,
families and consumers and 4H youth development. Pinellas
County Extension is located at
12520 Ulmerton Road in Largo.
For more information, call
(727) 582-2100 or visit
www.pinellascountyextension.org.
Pinellas County Extension
programs are open to all
persons regardless of gender,
race, nationality, ethnicity, age,
creed or disability. Persons with
disabilities should contact the
Extension Office at (727) 5822100 at least 10 working days
before the event so that proper
consideration can be given to
the request.

Open House At Library

Spring into summer with
an Open House at St. Pete.
South Branch Library, 2300
Roy Hanna Dr. So. Monday
June 15, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00

p.m. Adults Mentoring
Children will have information
on how to become a mentor.
Come enjoy lemonade,
cookies, summer books and

door prizes!
For more information call:
Susan (727) 479-1800 ext.
3038 or Sandy 479-1814.
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“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Jack Johnson

Congratulates DOWNBEAT
On 75 Years!

Wow! Until I received a copy
of the 75th Anniversary
Collector’s Edition of DownBeat
magazine (July 2009) from Tim
McGhee a week ago, I had
absolutely no idea that the famous
and most popular jazz magazine
being published in the United
States had been around that long.
Tim McGhee, a long-time friend
of mine sends me all sorts of jazz
publications each month. He is a
board member of radio station
WBGO – 88.3 fm jazz that broadcasts out of Newark, New Jersey.
WBGO is the station that
Metropolitan (NJ - NY) area jazz
enthusiasts stay tuned to all day
long. Before I moved out of New
Jersey, the station covered just
about the entire East Coast. Now, I
know it’s expanded and has added
its presence even to the internet.
DownBeat has certainly come
a long way. I began reading the
magazine sometime during my
college years in the early 1950s.
On the campus of Howard
University, it was considered “hip”
if you read DownBeat. It was
thought that unquestionably, you
must know something about jazz
music…especially if like many of
the jazz musicians of the day, you
also wore “shades.”
In fact, I’ll share a personal
story with you of how DownBeat
Magazine helped me acquire a
choice position in the U.S. Army
while stationed in France. It
happened shortly after arriving
at Trois Fontaines, France
(Ammunition Depot), where I had
been designated to work in the
Supply Department, probably as a
Supply Clerk handing out
clothing, weapons, and other items
that came under the Supply banner.
However, while waiting in line to
meet with the Payroll Clerk and be
placed on the Payroll Register, I
happened to have a DownBeat
Magazine tucked under my arm.
Lewis Kandel, a (DAC) Dept. of
the Army Civilian, passed by and

asked if he could take a look at the
magazine. I gave it to him, and
while he was perusing the
magazine he asked where I had
been assigned. I told him the
Supply Department, and he asked
about my education. I told him I
was a Howard University graduate
with an Accounting major. He
then asked if I would like to work
as a Management Analyst in the
Comptroller’s Division, where he
was Assistant Comptroller. He
explained that I would be the only
military person in the office…that
my supervisor would be Yvette
Masselot, an Austrian woman, and
my co-worker would be Lucette
Dupuis, a young French woman.
My answer was a resounding
YES! The rest is history. By the
way Lewis Kandel soon afterwards became Comptroller, and
we became the best of friends,
oftentimes enjoying our jazz
together.
Probably not everyone
reading this column is familiar
with DownBeat Magazine. So,
out of the October 2006 issue, I’m
going to list for you only a few
types of information and other data
a typical issue would contain.
There are loads of advertisements
of musical instruments and other
musical paraphernalia, jazz
events/festivals, CD/DVD reviews,
and miscellaneous. For instance,
this particular issue includes a
“Student Music Guide – 2007” on
where to study jazz; an article
“Survival By Song” telling what
happened at a recording session by
vocalist Tony Bennett; commentary on the “Dizzy Gillespie AllStar Band – Dizzy’s Disciples” as
they are called, consisting of Slide
Hampton, Jimmy Heath, James
Moody, John Lee and Claudio
Roditi discussing their mentor’s
legacy; letter to the editor section
referred to as “Chords &
Discords”; “European Scene” that
shares what’s happening jazz-wise
in Europe; a “Things to Come”

section sharing which jazz
musicians recently signed with
which record label, who’s going
into the recording studio, what
band is coming into New York for
concert work, and many other
informative tips.
The Anniversary Collector’s
Issue contains also contains a ton
of information. In this issue, the
magazine delves into its archives
for articles written by iconic jazz
musicians during the magazine’s
75 years of being published; i.e.
Duke Ellington in September
1939, Mel Torme’ in April 1948,
Bunny Berigan in May 1938,
Thelonious Monk in October
1958, Benny Golson in March
2002, Sarah Vaughan in March
1961, Jimmy Dorsey in November
1937, Count Basie in April 1955,
Miles Davis in November 1955,
and many more.
The issue also contains its
Chords & Discords section, along
with some of the first DownBeat
pieces about many of the music’s
legends and some of its current
stars, from drummer Roy Haynes,
pianist Mary Lou Williams and
trumpeter Clifford Brown to
Norah Jones’ Student Music
Award win and Roy Hargrove’s
“Auditions” profile.
You may want to check out
DownBeat yourself, and can do
so on the internet by going to:
www.downbeat.com/ and, if you
would like to check out and listen
to what’s happening with jazz in
the New Jersey – New York
Metropolitan area, you may also
use the internet to check out the
World’s Premiere Jazz Radio
Station: http://www.wbgo.org/
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website
at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at JazzJamm@aol.com.

23 20 38 THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB
PICK OF THE WEEK!

409
841
736

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
2-8 1-7
3-5 6-1
8-1 4-6

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES FOR OVER
3 DECADES AND STILL GOING STRONG!
6 a.m. - 10 a.m. The Diane Hughes Morning Show with
Co-host Lady Norma and Sister Ora
2 p.m. - 6 p.m. Mid-Day Cafe / Maurice Sebastian

6 p.m. - 10 p.m. Brian Jay gives you your last drive and intimate sessions

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

Arthur John Johnson (March
31, 1878 – June 10, 1946), better
known as Jack Johnson and
nicknamed the “Galveston
Giant”, was an American boxer
and arguably the best heavyweight of his generation. He was
the first black world heavyweight boxing champion (19081915). In a documentary about
his life, Ken Burns notes: “For
more than thirteen years, Jack
Johnson was the most famous
and the most notorious AfricanAmerican on Earth.”
Jack Johnson was born in
Galveston, Texas as the third
child and first son of Henry and
Tina “Tiny” Johnson, former
slaves, who both worked bluecollar jobs to earn enough to
raise six children and taught
them how to read and write. Jack
Johnson had five years of formal
education.
Johnson’s boxing style was
very distinctive. He developed a
more patient approach than was
customary in that day: playing
defensively, waiting for a
mistake, and then capitalizing
on it. Johnson always began a
bout cautiously, slowly building
up over the rounds into a more
aggressive fighter. He often
fought to punish his opponents
rather than knock them out,
endlessly avoiding their blows
and striking with swift counters.
He always gave the impression
of having much more to offer
and, if pushed, he could punch
quite powerfully.
Johnson’s style was very
effective, but it was criticized in
the white press as being
cowardly and devious. By
contrast, World Heavyweight
Champion “Gentleman” Jim
Corbett, who was white, had
used many of the same techniques a decade earlier, and was
praised by the press as “the
cleverest man in boxing”.
By 1902, Johnson had won
at least 50 fights against both
white and black opponents.
Johnson won his first title on
February 3, 1903, beating
“Denver” Ed Martin over 20
rounds for the World Colored
Heavyweight
Championship.
His efforts to win the full title
were thwarted as world heavyweight champion James J.
Jeffries refused to face him.

Blacks could box whites in other
arenas, but the world heavyweight championship was such
a respected and coveted position
in America that blacks were not
deemed worthy to compete for
it. Johnson was, however, able
to fight former champion Bob
Fitzsimmons in July 1907, and
knocked him out in two rounds.
He eventually won the
world heavyweight title on
December 26, 1908, when he
fought the Canadian world
champion Tommy Burns in
Sydney,
Australia,
after
following him all over the
world, taunting him in the press
for a match. The fight lasted
fourteen rounds before being
stopped by the police in front of
over 20,000 spectators. The title
was awarded to Johnson on a
referee’s decision as a T.K.O,
but he had severely beaten the
champion. During the fight,
Johnson had mocked both Burns
and his ringside crew. Every
time Burns was about to go
down, Johnson would hold him
up again, punishing him more.
The camera was stopped just as
Johnson was finishing off
Burns, so as not to show Burns’
defeat.
After Johnson’s victory over
Burns, racial animosity among
whites ran so deep that even a
socialist like Jack London called
out for a “Great White Hope” to
take the title away from Johnson
— who was crudely caricatured
as a subhuman “ape” — and
return it to where it supposedly
belonged, with the “superior”
white race. As title holder,
Johnson thus had to face a series
of fighters billed by boxing
promoters as “great white
hopes”, often in exhibition
matches. In 1909, he beat Victor
McLaglen, Frank Moran, Tony
Ross, Al Kaufman, and the middleweight champion Stanley
Ketchel. The match with
Ketchel was keenly fought by
both men until the 12th and last
round, when Ketchel threw a
right to Johnson’s head,
knocking him down. Slowly
regaining his feet, Johnson
threw a straight to Ketchel’s jaw,
knocking him out, along with
some of his teeth, several of
which were embedded in
Johnson’s glove. His fight with
“Philadelphia” Jack O’Brien
was a disappointing one for
Johnson: though scaling 205
pounds (93 kg) to O’Brien’s 161
pounds (73 kg) , he could only
achieve a six-round draw with
the great middleweight.
In 1910, former undefeated
heavyweight champion James J.
Jeffries came out of retirement

and said “I am going into this
fight for the sole purpose of
proving that a white man is
better than a Negro”. Jeffries
had not fought in six years and
had to lose around 100 lb (45 kg)
to try to get back to his championship fighting weight.
At the fight, which took
place July 4, 1910 in front of
22,000 people, at a ring built just
for the occasion in downtown
Reno, Nevada, as the ringside
band played “All coons look
alike to me”. The fight had
become a hotbed of racial
tension, and the promoters
incited the all-white crowd to
chant “kill the nigger”. Johnson,
however, proved stronger and
more nimble than Jeffries. In the
15th round, after Jeffries had
been knocked down twice for
the first time in his career, his
people called it quits to prevent
Johnson from knocking him out.
The “Fight of the Century”
earned Johnson $225,000 and
silenced the critics, who had
belittled Johnson’s previous
victory over Tommy Burns as
“empty,” claiming that Burns
was a false champion since
Jeffries had retired undefeated.
Johnson was inducted into
the Boxing Hall of Fame in
1954, and is on the roster of both
the International Boxing Hall of
Fame and the World Boxing
Hall of Fame. In 2005, the
United States National Film
Preservation Board deemed the
film of the 1910 JohnsonJeffries fight “historically significant” and put it in the
National Film Registry.
Johnson’s skill as a fighter
and the money that it brought
made it impossible for him to be
ignored by the white establishment. In a time in which
African-Americans enjoyed few
civil rights and in which
lynching was an accepted extralegal means of social coercion in
many parts of the United States,
his success and defiant behavior
were a serious threat to the racist
status quo. In the short term, the
boxing world reacted against
Johnson’s legacy. But Johnson
foreshadowed, in many ways,
perhaps the most famous boxer
of all time, Muhammad Ali. In
fact, Ali often spoke of how he
was influenced by Jack Johnson.
He identified with him because
he felt white America ostracized
him in the same manner because
of his opposition to the Vietnam
War. In his autobiography, Ali
relates how he and Joe Frazier
agreed that Johnson and Joe
Louis were the greatest boxers
of all.

Publish America
is proud to present

Jack Packer’s
THE HUMAN
FACTOR
Contact 727-470-5716 to pre-order!
Packer is a native of Panama City,
Florida. Earning a UCLA masters in
history, he served 22 years as an
Army officer in ranger and airborne
forces. Assignments at the West Point
Military Academy and the Pentagon
developed Packer’s interest in
police/crime as well as suspenseful
and action-oriented governmental
undertakings at the national and
international levels.

Celebration of Jack Packer as Tampa
Bay’s Newest Published Author
Saturday, June 20, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Pasadena Yacht & Country Club
6000 Gulfport Blvd., Condo 5940-B (Lobby) Gulfport
Wine & Cheese • Dress Casual with Distinction
Enjoy selected readings, photo sessions with the
author, book orders on site and drawings for prizes.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Run, Rays, Run!
Tampa Bay Leads Revival Of Swipes

B.J. Upton

BY FRED GOODALL

ST. PETERSBURG (AP)
The Tampa Bay Rays offer no
apologies for being modern-day
marauders.
Carl Crawford & Co. are
ripping and running, leading a
revival of the stolen base and
showing no signs of slowing
down. The rest of a onceplodding American League is
trying to keep pace.
“We like to put pressure on
the other team,” Crawford said.
“We don’t like to wait around
for the big home run, even
though we can do that.”
With major league leader
and four-time AL steals
ch a mpions Cr aw ford, B .J.
U p t o n and J as on B a rtle tt
showing the way, the speedy
Rays are well on their way to
swiping more bases than any
o t h e r team f or the sec ond
straight year.
Their 91 steals entering
Monday were 26 more than the
nearest challenger, as well as the
most in the AL after 58 games
since Rickey Henderson and the
1982 Oakland Athletics had 100,
and tops in the majors at the
same point in a season since the
1991 Montreal Expos had 94.
What’s surprising, though, is

the AL as a whole is on pace to
outsteal the National League for
the first time since 2001. That’s
only happened three other times
in the last 20 years (1989, 1992
and 1998).
The Rays are most responsible for the trend.
“They know we’re going to
run,” Upton said. “You can’t say
there’s no stopping it, but the
bottom line is we’re going to run
any time we get a chance.”
Manager Joe Maddon turned
his young, hungry team loose
during Tampa Bay’s improbable
run to the World Series a year
ago. The AL champions are
creating even more havoc on the
basepaths with a stolen base
success rate of just over 84
percent this year.
C rawford, wh o t i ed t h e
modern major league singlegame record with six against
Boston, May 3, entered Monday
night’s game against the New
York Yankees with more steals
(34) than 15 teams. The closest
team to the Rays in the NL was
the New York Mets with 56.
Upton and Bartlett, hitting
.373 before being injured, also
are in the top 10 in steals.
Still, Tampa Bay is not a
team that thrives on speed alone.
Carlos Pena and Evan Longoria
are among the league leaders in
homers and RBIs, and the team’s
ability to force mistakes with
aggressive baserunning has
helped both sluggers.
With Upton, Crawford and
the Rays’ other basestealing
threats constantly on the move,
Longoria is seeing fewer
breaking balls and feasting on

fastballs at the plate. Opposing
teams also are reluctant to pitch
around the 2008 AL rookie of
the year because of Pena’s
potent bat.
“Sometimes you can get
pitchers more worried about us
on the basepaths than worried
about the hitter. When you can
do that, they have the tendency
to maybe leave the ball over the
plate a little bit more,” Upton
said.
The 27-year-old Crawford
has the best stolen base percentage in AL history, including 34for-37 (91.9 percent) this year,
and his 83.6 percent career
success rate ranks third all-time
behind Tim Raines and Eric
Davis.
He’s o n p ace t o s wi p e a
career-best 95. That would be
the most in the majors since
Vince Coleman stole 109 for the
St. Louis Cardinals in 1987.
Only two AL players Ichiro
Suzuki (56 steals in 2001) and
Chone Figgins (62 in 205) have
led the majors since Henderson
won the last of his 12 AL stolen
bases titles in 1998.
Crawford scoffs at the
notion that he could wind up
stealing 100.
Even though Maddon
encourages the Rays to be
aggressive, with the manager
noting “there’s only a few red
lights,” Crawford feels the quest
take a toll on his legs, particularly with Tampa Bay playing more
than half its games on artificial
turf.
“The body takes such a
banging, I probably wouldn’t be
able to walk come September. I

The Biz:
Leagues Of Their Own
PHILLIP M HAYWOOD JR
CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER

ST.
PETERSBURG
Commissioners of all the major
sports leagues can ya’ll spare a
dime? No one asked me to
compare the big four pro sports
by the numbers. Then again no
one asked me not. I am going to
breakdown each league and
show some big figures about the
perspective leagues and the
revenue they generate. You will
be amazed by some of the
numbers. Let’s take a look at
the big four leagues starting with
major league baseball.
MLB: Currently there are
30 teams in MLB, with a total
of 818 players. Their schedule is
very long and consists of 162
games. The median players
salary is $1.15 millions, on
average they make $7,099 per
game. Believe it or not the
minimum salary is $400,000 a
year, here is something that will
get your attention, 433 major
leaguers make at least $1million
or more in annual salary. The
average baseball franchise is
valued at $482 million dollars.

The average ticket cost is $26.64
per game. The commissioner of
MLB is Bud Selig, who makes
$18.35 million a year. The union
boss is Donald Fehr. MLB
contracts expire in 2011.
NBA: The league consists
of 30 teams. There are only 449
players and the median players
income is $2.75 million. On
average they rake in $33,536 per
game. The average rookie salary
is $442,114 and a player with 10
years of experience makes $1.2
million.
Here is a fact that will catch
you off guard 372 players in the
NBA make a million dollars or
more. Franchises in the NBA
are valued at $379 million. The
average ticket is price $49.47 per
game. The commissioner of the
NBA is David Stern, who makes
$10 million a year and the union
boss is Billy Hunter. The
NBA’S contract expires in 2011.
NFL: Of all the leagues
this is the one that employs the
most. Currently there are 2403
players in the league. The
season is 16 games with some
talk of adding two games in the
The
next several seasons.

median players salary is
$830,000, the average salary per
game
is
$51,875.
The
minimum salary for an NFL
rookie is $295,000 and a veteran
with 10 years or more is
There are 653
$830,000.
players that make $1 million or
The average NFL
more.
franchise is valued at $1 billion.
Ticket prices to attend a regular
season are among the highest
among the big four at $72.20
per game. Roger Goodall, the
man in charge, makes $11.2
million a season. The NFL’S
contract expires in 2012. The
union boss is the newly
appointed DeMaurice Smith.
NHL: This is the sport
Africanthat
very
few
Americans participate in. As a
matter of fact there are 10 of
African-American
descent.
The NHL has 30 teams, which
consists of 750 players and they
play an 82 game schedule. The
median players salary is $1.15
million a season. The median
salary per game is $14,024.
The minimum salary is
$475,000 per season. There are
417 millionaires in the NHL.

don’t ever say what a person
can’t do, but I definitely think
100 is a little out of reach,” he
said.
“You’re going to have to say
I’m going to steal 100, and
you’re going to have to take off
every time you get on base.
That’s not counting the times
you get thrown out. It’s a lot of
running you’re talking about.”
Upton, second in the AL
with 44 stolen bases in 2008, is
off to a slow start after
beginning the season on the
disabled list following shoulder
surgery. He’s also adjusting to a
new role as a leadoff hitter.
Maddon believes once
Upton hits his stride, the real fun
will begin.
“He and Carl in tandem can
really be devastating. You can
see how they change the way the
pitchers go about their business
once they get on base,” Maddon
said. “When they’re both on at
the same time, it’s a really bad
feeling for the other side.”
The Rays, who have an ALhigh 12 players with at least one
steal this season, led the majors
with 142 last year, one more
than the Colorado Rockies. They
swiped a record 24 in 16 postseason games, with Crawford
going 7-for-7 and Upton 6-for-6.
“A big part of what I want us
to continue to do is pick the right
moments. I don’t want to just
run for the sake of running and
get thrown out,” Maddon said.
“I want us to be aggressive and
run when the situation indicates
we have a pretty good chance of
being successful.”

The average franchise goes for
$220 million. The average
ticket goes for $49.66 per game.
The NHL’S main man is Gary
Bettman who makes $5.2
million a year and the union boss
is Paul Kelly. The NHL’S
contract expires in 2011.
I have just given all of my
avid readers a comprehensive
view of the big numbers that are
involved with the big four.
These are some figures that you
should tell your children about.
On the other hand playing pro
sports is not the only option for
African-Americans. Let’s focus
on shaping and molding young
men and women to become
something more than a pro
athlete. You see they make tons
of money, but the numbers do
not show you the percentage of
athletes that have obtained
college degrees. The numbers
also do not show the athletes that
have squandered millions over
their careers. Lets keep in mind
that these leagues are a billion
dollar a year industry. You can
survive longer in the game of
life, than you can in a career in
sports.

Track Athlete Of The Year

CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER
PHILLIP M HAYWOOD JR

ST.
PETERSBURG
Congratulations Juarez Wynn, a
senior at Northeast High School!
Wynn, a running back and a
d e fe ns ive back, ma de his
presence known on the track this
season. Earlier this year Wynn

posted one of the state’s fastest
times in the l00 meters (10.53).
That time held up for a couple of
weeks. He continued to impress
all of the critics in the bay area
by winning MVP honors at the
Ed Wells/Kiwanis Invitational.
Wynn took home the gold in the
100 & 200 meters events at the
district meet.

Wynn went on to qualify for
the regional meet in his signature
events. Wynn will be attending
Butler Community College in
Kansas on a football scholarship
as a defensive back. His
roommate will be a former high
school teammate, Javonta Boyd.
In other track and field news,
Eileen
Givens
a
former

Lakewood High graduate and
former track coach at Lakewood
was named track coach of the
year. With most of her team
depleted, Givens still had an outstanding season. Given’s led
her team to victories in the Ed
Wells/Kiwanis Invitational and
the conference, districts and
region titles.

Hot Reads

PHILLIP M HAYWOOD JR
CHALLENGER SPORTSWRITER

Draft experts howled when
AL DAVIS used the No. 7 pick
overall on WR DARRIUS
HEYWARD-BEY, and they
did not even see the guy's first
minicamp. The former Terp
dropped three straight passes
at one point and ended up on
the bench for an afternoon. He
also missed a day of drills with
a pulled hamstring...Redskins
1st rounder BRIAN ORAKPO
is getting no rookie dispensation. The pass rushing force
may have played exclusively
in a three-point stance in
Texas, but coach JIM ZORN
still expects him to double as a
strong side linebacker right
away. Orakpo will join DT
ALBERT HAYNESWORTH
at the line only in third down
passing situations. The
Dolphins drafted two
receivers, not to mention PAT
WHITE Why? Their next,
WES WELKER, was already
staring them in the face:
GREG CAMARILLO caught
21 of 26 passes for 272 when

he lined up in the slot last
season. The third year former
UFA he's recovered from the
season ending ACL tear that
dropped him in week 12 so he
should be on track to CHAD
PENNINGTON'S No. 1 possession weapon ... Rams sixthrounder is a former grocery
st o r e e m p l o y e e a n d s e l f
professed man of God, but that
does not make him the next
KURT WARNER. The West
Texas A&M alum spent most
of the minicamp getting help
form QB coach DICK CURL
instead of throwing to
teammates in 7-on-7 drills ...
Apparently owning the record
for all-time receptions by a
tight end wasn’t enough for
TO N Y G O N Z A L E Z . T h e
future Hall of Famer spent his
first Falcons practice running
deep vertical routes like a WR
... After completing just 59.4
percent of his passes last
season, his lowest since 2004,
Panthers QB JAKE
DELHOMME has traded one
basic workout plan for another.
To h o n e h i s a c c u r a c y,
Delhomme no longer throws at
a rubber-tire targets but rather
at nets with three different size
openings ... Former Colts
kicker MIKE VANDERJAGT
was waived by the TORONTO
ARGONAUTS of the CFL.

Vick Faces July 2
Deadline To Come
Up With New Plan

Michael Vick

NORFOLK, Va. (AP) Suspended Atlanta Falcons
quarterback Michael Vick has
a deadline of July 2 to tell a
bankruptcy judge how he plans
to pay back his creditors.
A federal bankruptcy judge
in Virginia set the date for a
new plan at a hearing Tuesday.
Judge
Frank
Santoro

rejected Vick’s initial bankruptcy plan in April. At the
time, Santoro said Vick should
sell some of his vehicles and
one or both of the expensive
homes that he wanted to keep.
The judge also was concerned
that the plan depended on
Vick’s return to the NFL.
NFL commissioner Roger
Goodell hasn’t said whether he
will lift Vick’s suspension
from the league.
The judge scheduled an
Aug. 27 hearing to confirm or
reject the new plan.
Vick is under home confinement for the last two
months of his sentence for
bankrolling a dogfighting ring.

Two Retired Colts
Coaches Should
Return In August

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) Colts owner Jim Irsay expects
recently retired assistant coaches
Tom Moore and Howard Mudd
to be back on the field when
the team reports to training
camp in August.
Irsay said Tuesday that the
team has worked out the
details to bring the two back as
consultants. New coach Jim
Caldwell will decide how to
use them.

Irsay wouldn't disclose the
financial terms of the deals
with the two coaches, but he
said they would make similar
salaries to what they were paid
before.
Moore and Mudd retired
last month after NFL owners
changed the league's pension
plan. They believed if they
didn't retire then, they would
lose money.
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Gov. Crist Appoints Judge
Robert James Morris Jr. To
2nd District Court Of Appeal

Medgar Evers’ Family Praises
Pavilion In His Honor

TA L L A H A S S E E –
Governor Charlie Crist today
announced the appointment of
Judge Robert James Morris Jr.
of Clearwater to the Second
District Court of Appeal.
“Judge Morris is a compassionate leader with extensive
knowledge and experience,”
Governor Crist said. “His 12
years of expertise will be

invaluable to the people of the
Second District.”
Judge Morris, 55, has
served as Chief Judge of the
Sixth Judicial Circuit since
1997. He began his career in the
public sector as an Assistant
State Attorney in the Sixth
Judicial Circuit from 1980 to
1982. In 1982, he joined the
law firm Foley & Larder and

practiced there until 1992. He
continued to practice as a sole
practitioner until 1997. He
earned a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Florida
and his law degree from DePaul
University.
Judge Morris will fill the
vacancy created by the resignation of Judge Thomas Lee
Stringer.

Art Collins Will Deliver Keynote
Address At FAMU’s 2009
Summer Commencement

TALLA H A SSE E - Art
Collins, a Florida A&M
University (FAMU) alumnus,
will serve as keynote speaker at
the 2009 summer commencement. The ceremony is
scheduled for 6 p.m. Friday,
August 7 in the Multipurpose
Center Teaching Gymnasium.
Collins is a former Student
Go v e r nment As soc ia tion
President and the first chairman
of the FAMU Board of Trustees.
Doors will open for the
general public at 5 p.m. and the
line of march will begin at 5:30
p.m.
Collins is the founder,
president and chief executive
officer of Public Private
Partnership Inc., an independent
strategic planning and political
consulting firm. Since 1989, the
firm has provided strategic
advice to multinational corporations, entrepreneurs, investors,
political campaigns, political
parties, elected leaders, nonprofits and government organizations.
Collins served as a public
liaison within the Obama-Biden
Transition Project following the
2008 United States Presidential
election. During the 2008 presidential primary and general
election campaign, he served as
senior political strategist for
current United States President
Barack Obama. In 2004, Collins
was senior advisor to U.S.
S e n a tor J ohn K erry, the
Presidential Democratic
Nominee during his general
election campaign for President
of the United States. In 1990, he
served as campaign manager for

Florida Supreme Court Chief
Justice Leander J. Shaw, Jr.
Collins was a member
of the Democratic National
Committee’s (DNC) Democratic
Business Council during the
tenure of DNC Chairman Ron
Brown.
Collins serves as a member
of the Board of Directors and as
treasurer of the Congressional
Black Caucus (CBC) Political
Education and Leadership
Institute and is chairman of its
think tank, the 21st Century
Council. He served as a board
member and treasurer for both
the CBC Political Action
C ommitte e a n d t h e C B C
Foundation. He serves as a
member of the Board of
Trustees for the Morehouse
School of Medicine in Atlanta.
He is also a member of the
Board of Advisors for the
Alliance for Digital Equality, a
bipartisan consumer advocacy
organization serving underserved communities on matters
that pertain to information techtelecommunications
nology,
reform and product awareness.
Florida Governor Jeb Bush
appointed him to the Board of
Trustees of FAMU in 2001,
where he was elected as its first
chairman. Following his tenure
as a U.S. Senator, the late former
F lorida Govern o r L awt o n
Chiles appointed Collins to the
Florida Small and Minority
Business Advisory Council and
the Florida Prepaid
P ostsec onda ry E d u cat i o n
Expense Board, where he
se rved on the i n v es t m en t
committee overseeing more

than $2 billion in investments.
Collins was also appointed by
former U.S. Senator and then
Florida Governor Bob Graham
to serve on the Governor’s
Business Advisory Council on
Education and the State Board
of Independent Postsecondary
Vocational, Technical, Trade
and Business Schools. Florida
Commissioner of Agriculture
Bo b C rawfo rd ap p o i n t ed
Collins to the Florida
Consumers’ Council, where he
served as its chairman. He also
served as a member of the
Tal l ah as s ee-L eo n C o u n t y
Florida Planning Commission.
In 1982, Collins started his
professional career as a systems
engineer and account marketing
representative with the IBM
Corporation. During 1987 and
1988, he served as a deputy
receiver and the legislative
affairs director with the Florida
Department of Insurance. He
was appointed in 1989 by the
Speaker of the Florida House of
Representatives to the position
of staff director for the Office of
B l ack Affai rs , p ro v i d i n g
technical and political support to
African-American legislators.
Collins received his B.S.
degree in accounting from the
School of Business and Industry
at FAMU. He was awarded an
honorary doctorate at FAMU’s
spring 2009 commencement.
He has studied law at the
University of Miami School of
Law in Miami, and abroad at the
University of Montpellier in
Montpellier, France. He is
married to Sela Thompson
Collins and has five children.

Black Senator Steps Up
For Black Floridians

ORLANDO - Florida State
S e n a tor Gar y Siplin, (DOrlando) is on a mission. His
mission is to stand up, step up
and speak out on the legislative
issues that impact his constituents in Central Florida and
African-Americans across the
Sunshine State.
“I know where my supporters are and I know who my supporters are,” said Senator Siplin.
“They are in the poor, black and
minority communities in Central
Florida and other parts of
Florida.”
Siplin, a very religious man
active in the New Covenant
Missionary Baptist Church he
attends in Orlando, knows that he
is blessed to be able to represent
Orange and Osceola County
residents in the Florida Senate.
Siplin has been a state legislator since the year 2000. First

elected to the Florida House, in
2002 Gary Siplin became the
first Black State Senator elected
from Central Florida. In his most
recent
reelection
attempt,
Senator Siplin overcame tremendous odds, negative coverage
from mainstream media and
strong opposition to win reelection to the Senate and to continue
his efforts to serve Florida
citizens.
“Some of my strongest supporters were Florida’s black
media companies and black
political professionals,” said
Siplin. “I intend to be an
advocate in the Senate for the
black press and other black businesses as long as I’m a Senator.”
Senator Siplin’s colleagues
recognized the Senator’s leadership abilities and recently elected
him C hair of T h e F l o ri d a
Conference of Black State

Legislators (FCBSL).
“I look forward to doing
some big things during my
tenure as chair of The Black
Caucus,” said Siplin, “and
Florida’s black media companies
will play a major role in any
announcements we make.”
Senator Gary Siplin and his
wife Victoria are the proud
parents of two sons, Joshua and
Jacob, son Gary Jr. and daughter
Victoria are from a previous
marriage. His mother is Aretha
Mae Dawson and Siplin has
three siblings.
Siplin attended school at
Johnson C. Smith University,
The University of Pittsburg and
l aw s ch o o l at Du s q u es n e
University. Find out more about
Sen. Siplin by visiting
www.flasenate.gov.

BY HOLBROOK MOHR
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) - The
widow of slain civil rights activist
Medgar Evers fought back tears
Friday as she and dozens of others
gathered at an airport pavilion
featuring the words and images of
the NAACP field secretary
gunned down 46 years ago.
Myrlie Evers-Williams has
spent a lifetime reminding others
that her husband died while
fighting for racial equality and
said she was thankful for efforts to
keep his legacy alive. She spoke
at Jackson-Evers International
Airport, Mississippi’s largest,
named in his honor.
Medgar Evers was a promoter
of social change who was killed in
the driveway of his Jackson home
June 12, 1963.
“I just want to thank you for
what you have done - for remembering Medgar in this way
because keeping his memory alive
has been foremost in what I have
done in my life,’’ Evers-Williams,
76, said as she stood in the
Medgar Evers Pavilion at the
airport.
“Two things: keeping his
memory alive and taking care of
his children, everything else has
come after that.’’
She was joined by their
children and grandchildren at an
open house for a pavilion
dedicated to his life. The pavilion
was unveiled this week and the
ceremony was one of several
events scheduled to coincide with
the 46th anniversary of Evers’
death.
Byron De La Beckwith was
convicted of killing Evers and
sentenced to life in prison in 1994,

Medgar Evers

more than 30 years after he shot
Evers in the back with a rifle.
Beckwith died in 2001.
The airport was named after
Evers’ in 2004 and officials have
since worked on the pavilion,
which includes photographs of
Evers and other black leaders and
walls inscribed with his words.
Evers’vision was to use the power
of voting to get blacks better
education and jobs, but he was
gunned down at the age of 37 and
never got see the advancements he
helped bring about.
“Perhaps I should still feel
some anger,’’ his widow said.
“I’m human and perhaps I do

because it can serve as a
motivator, but you know,
Mississippi is still home and I still
love it. And I still like to talk about
the good things that have come as
a result of what Medgar and so
many other people have done.’’
Evers-Williams later became
a civil rights leader in her own
right, serving as chair emeritus of
the NAACP.
Van Evers, 49, was 3 years old
when his father died. He looked
around the airport pavilion, and
seeing blacks and whites together,
said his father’s “dream has come
true.’’

Gov. Paterson Calls For
‘Independent Investigation’
Of Shooting Of Black Cop
BY HERB BOYD

WASHINGTON (NNPA) Governor David A. Paterson, the
Rev. Al Sharpton, State Senator
Eric Adams, and a host of clergy
and civic leaders, have issued “a
call for an independent investigation of these types of shootings,”
Paterson told the Amsterdam
News, referring to the shooting
death of Officer Omar Edwards
by a fellow officer two weeks ago.
“Though these tragic occurrences are rare, they seem to
happen disproportionately to
African-American officers,”
Paterson stated. The governor
noted that since the shooting death
of patrolman John Holt Jr. in
1940, there have been at least 20
such incidents of policemen
shooting policemen, most of them
white cops shooting black cops.
Paterson recalled an incident in
1973 involving the brother of the
late former Assemblyman Samuel
Wright of Brooklyn. “His brother,
Irving Wright, was a police officer
working off duty as security in a
grocery store on 112th Street and
St. Nicholas Ave.,” the governor
recalled, “when a man robbed the
store. He didn’t draw his gun and
act immediately because he didn’t
want to endanger the lives of
customers.
“Once the customers were out
o f h a r m ’s w a y, ” P a t e r s o n
continued, “Officer Wright, with
his gun drawn, went out of the
door in pursuit of the robber when
he was shot and killed by the

police.” According to the Officer
Down Memorial web page, two
on-duty officers saw Wright
running with a gun in his hand
near the corner of 111th St. but did
not see the suspect because he ran
west on 111th St. and hid under a
parked car.
The two patrolmen exited
their patrol car and yelled,
“Freeze! Drop your gun!” Officer
Wright, 34, and a seven-year
veteran of the force, did not stop at
first but then spun around toward
the officers. As he spun, his gun
accidentally discharged. Both
uniformed officers opened fire,
striking him six times. He was
rushed to St. Luke’s Hospital,
where he died from his wounds.
What is most disturbing for
the governor and those with him at
the press conference is the persistence of such incidents and the
critical need to remedy them. “I
am confident that the district
attorney and the police commissioner will conduct a thorough
investigation of this case, but what
I’m talking about is just the
number of times these things
happen,” the governor related.
When asked what procedures
might reduce the number of such
tragedies, the governor stated that
he wasn’t an expert on such
matters. “But what I think
happens is that in moments of
stress, people have fears, and
when they see an AfricanAmerican with a weapon, their
perception is that he’s committing
a crime,” he said. “And this is a

fear not only shared by white
Americans but by some black
Americans. “Something must be
done to make sure that this perception is not the first thing an
officer is reacting to,” Paterson
said.
Many critics of the NYPD
have proposed a residency
requirement and psychological
testing for officers, but Paterson
wasn’t sure if this was the answer.
“I won’t endorse any particular procedure, but these are things
that can be looked into,” he
replied. “Since there is a pattern in
all this, I propose that we sit down
and do the research and be openminded enough to see what can be
done.” Sensitivity training, he
suggested, may be part of the
solution, “since I’ve seen it work
in other cases,” he said.
Paterson has met with the
Edwards’ family and said they are
taking it very hard. “They are a
very gracious family. We talked
and then prayed together,” he said.
“I don’t think they are that
concerned with these issues at the
moment, since they just lost
someone they loved very deeply.”
Finally, the governor was
asked if the call for an independent investigator was the creation
of a temporary federal or a
permanent one. “We will discuss
this with the feds to see if this is a
national problem, something that
happens frequently in other cities,
or we may see what can be done at
the state level.”
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
923 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

(727) 686-9356

www.abundant-harvest.org

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

“Walking In The Promised Vision”

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

YOUR CHURCH
COULD BE HERE!
Call TODAY!!
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

THE ROCK

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

REVEREND DAVID L.
AND DOROTHY
CONNELLY

“THERE’S A PLACE FOR YOU IN THE AME CHURCH”

Sunday

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

912 3RD AVENUE NORTH- ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089
BETHEL1894@KNOLOGY.NET

BREAKFAST MINISTRY……………..SUNDAY 8:00 A.M.
CHURCH SCHOOL ………………………….9:00 A.M.
MORNING WORSHIP………………………10:30 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY……………………TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
YOUTH CHURCH …………… MON & WED 5:30 P.M.

OF

SERVICES

THE CROSSING POINT

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

International Foursquare Church
along with Rev. Sarah H. Edwards, Sr. Pastor and her husband, Minister Edgar Edwards

Welcomes You
to study the Word of God, so that you may be approved by God as one of His Workers

Faith - Family - and Unity in the Community
via Christ Jesus is celebrated
2311 16th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Sundays 10:45 a.m.
Sunday 6:30 p.m. “Who Then Do Men Say You Are” Women Bible Study
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
“Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever” -Hebrews 13:8

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

UNITY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
“Let All Things Be Done
With Charity”
Reverend
Nathaniel H. Drayton

Sunday Morning Worship ........................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .....................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ...........................6:30 p.m.
Services held at House of Praise and Blessing
3100 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33709
(727) 916-0311

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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